164      DECISIVE MOMENTS IN THE HISTORY OF ISLAM
This is a short account of the laws on slavery and
its development in the Middle Ages, from which we
see that the calamities of constant wars affected the
liberties of men more than their lives and property.
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1 It must be observed that slavery had, in the ancient  times,   other
sources than war, as the sale of children by their parents, and   the  kidnap-
ping of persons in naval battles.    Also, certain criminal provisions in the
ancient laws which punished certain crimes by slavery.
2 We have already spoken  of   this   system   (p.   89).    See   also,   for
details.    Makrizi: Ai-Khitat, Vol. V, pp. 191-92.